Sept. 18.]       Johnson's regard for M'Qucen.
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the day should be good. Mr. M'Qucen, though it was in-convenient for him. to be absent from his harvest, engaged to wait on Monday at Ulinish for us. When he was going away, Dr. Johnson said, ' I shall ever retain a great regard for you';' then asked him if he had The Rambler. Mr. M'Qucen said, 'No; but my brother has it.' JOHNSON. 'Have you The Idler? M'QuEEN. ' No, Sir.' JOHNSON. ' Then I will order one for you at Edinburgh, which you will keep in remembrance of me.' Mr. M'Qucen was much pleased with this. He expressed to me, in the strongest terms, his admiration of Dr. Johnson's wonderful knowledge, and every other quality for which he is distinguished. I asked Mr. M'Qucen, if he was satisfied with being a minister in Sky. He said he was ; but he owned that his forefathers having been so long there, and his having been born there, made a chief ingredient in forming his contentment. I should have mentioned that on our left hand, between Por-tree and Dr. Maclcod's house, Mr. M'Qucen told me there had been a college of the Knights Templars; that tradition said so ; and that there was a ruin remaining of their church, which had been burnt: but I confess Dr. Johnson has weakened my belief in remote tradition. In the dispute about Anaiiis, Mr. M'Qucen said, Asia Minor was peopled by Scythians, and, as they were the ancestors of the Celts, the same religion might be in Asia Minor and Sky. JOHNSON. ' Alas! Sir, what can a nation that has not letters tell of its-original. I have always difficulty to be patient when I hear authours gravely qtiotcd, as giving accounts of savage nations, which accounts they had from the savages themselves. What can the M'Craas* tell about themselves a thousand years ago? There is no tracing the connection of
1 Johnson wrote of the ministers:—' I saw not one in the islands whom I had reason to think cither deficient in learning, or irregular in life; but found several with whom I could not converse without wishing, as my respect increased, that they had not been Presbyterians.' Johnson's Works, p. 102.
" See ante, p. 162.
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